
1.   General

1.1 This procedure describes the use of the Soft-Strip
stripping tool (Figure 1) to simultaneously remove the
plastic coating from multiple optical fibers which are orga-
nized in a ribbon format. This method of stripping the
optical fibers before cleaving them is utilized for mass
fusion splicing. 

1.2   This procedure complements the SRP-001-059, Fiber
Organizer Tape Applicator (FOTA) Instructions, which
describes the organization and formation of individually
stranded fibers into a ribbon format.

1.3 This issue incorporates updated tool and trademark
information.

2.   Precautions

2.1  Tool Precaution

2.2  Safety Precautions

2.3   Ribbon Fiber and Cable Precautions 

3.    Tools and Materials

3.1 This procedure uses the  following tools and
materials:

•  Soft-Strip tool (p/n 3202003-01)*
•  Two AA alkaline batteries* 
•  Spatula* 
•  Cleaning brush* 
•  Lint-free tissues*
•  Scissors*
• Pump bottle*
•  Isopropyl alcohol

*Items available in Corning Cable Systems Field Ribbonizing 
Kits (TKT-026-01, TKT-026-01B, or TKT-026-02)
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Figure 1

Caution: The heat unit in this tool is turned on by
closing the tool's handles against the heat unit. Do not hold
the handles closed for more than 20 seconds at a time, or
damage to the  plastic parts of the tool may result. Always
remove the batteries from the tool before storing it in the tool
kit.

Warning: The wearing of safety glasses to protect
the eyes from accidental injury is strongly 
recommended when cutting fiber. Pieces of glass fiber are very
sharp and can damage the cornea of the eye easily.

Isopropyl Alcohol

Warning: Flammable. Flashpoint 59° F. Can cause
irritation to eyes on contact. In case of eye contact, flush eyes
with water for at least 15 minutes. Inhaling fumes may
induce mild narcosis. In case of ingestion, consult a physician.
Use with adequate ventilation.

Caution: During stripping, handle the ribbonized
fibers made with the FOTA fixture with care - do not 
damage the flat, straight ribbons.

Do not subject the ribbon fibers or the components of its origi-
nating loose tube cable to excessive pulling, bending or crush-
ing forces. Consult the cable's specification sheet for rated
crush strength, bend-radius, and other  information. 

Caution: Dispose of all cut or broken pieces of glass
fibers properly. Do not let cut pieces of fiber stick to your
clothing or drop in the work area where they can cause 
injury later. 



4.   Operating Instructions

4.1   Before starting a stripping operation, check the 
following items on the tool and ribbon:

•  Check to make sure the ribbonized fiber has been
trimmed correctly. Any jagged edges or ends will jam 
inside the  tool. If jagged edges or ends are present, 
carefully trim them off with scissors (Figure 2) .

Figure 2

•  The tool is provided with a yellow ribbon guide 
tube (Figure 3). Insert the ribbon fiber you will be 
stripping inside the tool to check for proper clearance.
The blades are magenta color and the tool will strip 
up to 12 fibers simultaneously. For removal  or 
replacement of the guide tube or blades, see Section 5, 
Troubleshooting and Maintenance, for instructions.

If the ribbon fiber will not enter the fiber channel of the 
heater module, try adjusting the position of the 
module relative to the end of the guide tube inside 
the tool.

Pull  the heater module down slightly. Try inserting the 
ribbon again. Adjust the unit position until the ribbon 
enters the channel.

Figure 3

•  Install and check the batteries (Figure 4):

a) Use the spatula to release the battery case latch.

b) Remove the battery case lid and place two AA 
batteries in the tool as indicated in the battery case 
(Figure 4).

c) Hold the tool handles closed for 10-15 seconds.
Make sure that the electrical contacts in the handles 
are making proper contact to complete the heating 
circuit.

d) Check the heat unit to make sure that it is warm to
the touch. If the unit is cool, replace the batteries. 

A set of fresh batteries should be good for at least
50 stripping operations. Rechargeable batteries may
be used.

•  Check the fiber channel of the  heat unit to make sure
it is free of any dirt, tape  remnants, or adhesive.

For instructions on how to clean the heater module, see 
Section 5, Troubleshooting and Maintenance . 

4.2   To strip the ribbon fiber:

a)  Slowly insert the end of the ribbon fiber into the
tool until the end of the ribbon is at the desired strip 
length as indicated on the guide on the tool handles.

b) Squeeze the handles of the tool together. 

The two metal contacts in the handles will contact the
heating device and close the electrical circuit.

Hold the handles firmly together for 10 seconds. The
heat loosens the coating on all the optical  fibers of 
the ribbon.

c) With the handles still firmly held CLOSED, pull
straight back on the ribbon with your other hand in a
smooth, even motion to strip the coating (Figure 5).
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CAUTION: Make sure that the ribbon end is at least
3 mm from the bottom of the fiber channel.

Do not hold the handles closed for more than 20 seconds at a
time, or damage to the plastic parts of the tool may result
from overheating.

Figure 5



d)   Release the handles to the open position and 
remove the ribbon. Clean the tool after each stripping
operation as described in steps 5.2 and 5.3.

4.3 Check to make sure all fibers were completely
stripped of their coatings and no fibers are broken.

If a fiber has been broken, trim the ribbon and start over
again with  step 4.2.

4.4    Clean the bare fiber with isopropyl alcohol and a
wipe, carefully removing the loose coating debris and dirt.

4.5  Splice the ribbon fibers according to the instructions
provided with the mass fusion splicer you are using.

5. Maintenance

5.1   If you find it difficult to strip ribbons or have fibers
break during stripping, use the chart below to trouble
shoot stripper problems.

Field experience shows that weak or dead batteries are the most
common cause of trouble – check the batteries before changing or
repositioning the blades.

Cleaning the Tool

5.2 Carefully remove all the remaining pieces of plastic
coating from the channel after each use with the spatula
provided in the tool kit (Figure 6).

Pull the heater module back about 1 inch (2.5 cm) to make
cleaning of the blades and module easier. Push the module back
into place after cleaning.

Figure 6

5.3 Wet the small circular brush provided in the tool kit
with isopropyl alcohol to clean the stripping blades of the
tool (Figure 7).

Figure 7 

Optional: Use  an ozone-safe duster to blow out any small par-
ticles of dirt  and to dry the tool.. WEAR EYE PROTECTION
whenever you use a duster.

Blade Replacement

5.4 The MS-3RB06 blades used in the Soft-Strip tool
should last for at least 100 stripping operations. An extra
set of blades (p/n 3202004-01) is provided with the tool kit. 

Breaking fibers may indicate a problem other than blades.
Before changing the blades, make sure that:

•  The battery condition is good.

•  The  blades are clean and properly seated in the tool.

•  You are using a smooth, straight pull on the ribbon.

•  You are letting the heater module  function a full 10 seconds 
before stripping.
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Cause                         Corrective Action

Batteries are weak/dead        Replace (or recharge)
batteries

Improper grip                       Hold tool with thumb and 
two fingers near the end
of the tool handles

Blade area or heat                 Clean areas thoroughly with
element dirty                        brush and alcohol

Attempting to strip too        Make sure that at least a
much ribbon                         3 mm gap is present at the

end of the heat channel

Wrong blades or “mixed”    Always replace both blades
set of blades                          at a time with a full set of

MS-3RB06 blades

Blades improperly                 Position blades so that most
positioned                             metal protrudes toward the

“guide” side of tool.

Heater module                      Replace module with new
out                                         one, p/n 3202015-01

Batteries not fully                 Press batteries into holder
seated

Spatula
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5.5 To replace the blades:

a)  Note the orientation of the blades in the stripping 
tool.

It is possible to mount the blades "upside down" in the tool,
which will not provide clearance for the guide tube.

b)  Use the blade replacement tool to push out the key
which secures the guide tube. Remove the guide
tube (Figure 8). 

c)  Insert the two-pronged end of the blade tool in the
back of the Soft-Strip tool and push out the old 
blades (Figure 9).

d)  Insert the new blades into the tool (Figure 10). 

Seat the blades with blade replacement tool.

e)  Reinsert the guide tube and secure it with the key.

Replacing the Heater Module

5.6   The life of the heater module is between 500 to 
1000 cycles (strips). Replacement modules are available
from Corning Cable Systems (p/n 3202015-01).

5.7 To replace the heater module:

a)  Note the orientation of the fiber channel. Grasp the
end of the heater module and pull it out of the tool 
(Figure 11).

Figure 11

b)  Slide the new module into place, making sure that 
the fiber channel faces the opposite side of the tool 
from the battery compartment.

c)  Adjust the module to the required strip length.
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Figure 8

Corning Cable Systems reserves the right to improve, enhance, and modify the features
and specifications of Corning Cable Systems’ products without prior notification.

All trademarks are the property of their respective holders.

Corning Cable Systems is ISO 9001 certified.
© 2002 Corning Cable Systems LLC.          All rights reserved.

Printed in U.S.A.

Corning Cable Systems LLC
PO Box 489
Hickory, NC    28603-0489   USA
For US and Canada   1-800-743-2673
International                 828-901-5000
FAX: 828-901-5973
http:www.corning.com/cablesystems

Corning Cable Systems offers comprehensive, integrated training pro-
grams. Courses are structured for: Telephony, CATV, LAN, Intelligent
Transportation Systems and Power Utilities. 

For information on Engineering Services Training call: 800-743-2671.

Special Note:
Fiber Optic
Training
Program

Figure 9

Figure 10


